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We would like to welcome back all existing parents and extend a welcome to all our new parents. We hope that you have all had a pleasant summer break.

We would like to welcome our new apprentices to the team; Miss S Sheridan who will be studying her level 2 childcare and Miss L George who is currently level 2 in childcare now studying her level 3. 

Topics this term

· All about Me
· Harvest and Autumn
· Diwali
· Bonfire night
· Christmas
As part of the theme, All About Me, we would appreciate it if you could send in any photographs of the children, family members, pets, pictures of your house etc.  This will then be a focus point for children to get to know each other and we will use these items to create a display board.

Can you please ensure that any photographs, leaflets etc you bring in are clearly named.
  
We will also be having a display board called “Special things we do at home”.  Attached are two speech bubbles, would you please write your child’s name on the bubbles and write a note, e.g. “I went to the farm with Granny and fed the lambs”, please stick these bubbles to leaflets, maps, tickets for favorite activities, dance class, family walk, pets, photos etc.

It is a requirement of the Early Years Foundation Curriculum and Ofsted that nurseries encourage parents to be actively involved in their child’s learning.  We would appreciate it if you could send something in for these display boards. We would also like you to tell us about anything your child has achieved at home such as, writing their name, learning to swim, ballet lessons, riding a bike.  All of this information helps us to get to know your child better and plan activities that will be of particular interest to them. 

Barnaby and Bella Bear 
During this school year we are going to be doing a project with the children called Barnaby/Bella Bear. The children will take it in turns to take Barnaby/Bella Bear home with his/her suitcase.  Barnaby/Bella will stay with the children for a weekend and take part in their families’ activities.
If you are going on holiday Barnaby/Bella could come with you.  Please take photographs of your child and Barnaby/Bella at an interesting site; e.g. Disney World, funfair, picnic on the beach, in an aeroplane or train.  
Whilst you are on holiday could you send a post-card to the nursery for us to discuss with the children.  This helps them to gain understanding and knowledge of different countries/places.
Please speak to a member of the Nursery staff and ask to ‘borrow’ Barnaby/Bella if you are going on an interesting trip or holiday.

Outdoor Clothing
The Early Years curriculum states that nursery children must spend time outside every day.  Please make sure your child has appropriate clothing to access the garden, i.e. coat, all-in-one waterproof suit, hat, gloves and wellies, all items need to be named. 

Indoor Shoes
Please make sure your child has a pair of soft indoor shoes to wear in Nursery, i.e. plimsolls/slippers. These need to be put on at the start of your child’s session; we do encourage the older children to do this on their own.
Late Collection
The Nursery has to keep very precise records for Ofsted and make sure our staff to pupil ratio is correct at all times.  If you arrive early or collect your child later, you will be charged for the extra time.  If your child attends after school care, may we remind you, after school care finishes at 6pm. If you know that you cannot collect your child by 6pm, please make arrangements for them to be collected by another authorised adult. If an unexpected emergency occurs, please phone the nursery to inform them if you are going to be late.
From September 21st, in line with other nurseries, we will be introducing a charge for late collection of children. We have to adhere to strict child/ adult ratios. If a child is not collected on time, we have to pay an additional member of staff to work later than contracted. We will therefore be charging the standard nursery rate for late collection i.e. £1 per minute. If you know you are going to be frequently late, please book your child into after school care, this will cost less and we can ensure we have enough staff working late. If you are going to be delayed by a road traffic accident or other unforeseen situation, please phone the nursery to avoid being billed for late collection. Thank you

Colours, shapes and Letter Sounds
All children will be learning colour, shape, numbers and letter sounds within the nursery.  The Caterpillar/Butterfly room will focus on colours and basic shapes with older children. All groups will focus on numbers throughout the whole year.  This term the 2–3-year-olds will be focusing on counting, using song and rhyme, some will also begin number recognition 0-5.  Pre-Primary will be focusing on number recognition and matching objects to the corresponding number, 0-10 and phonics. 
Please help your child to learn the colour, shape and letter for each week by looking around your home for objects of the same colour, shape and letter sound. If possible, please send these into school for our display (all named). Any items you bring in will be returned to you when the next display is put up.
You can support your child in learning number with many simple fun activities at home such as, counting the stairs when you go to bed, noticing numbers on houses, number plates on cars and in supermarkets. You can sing number rhymes together such as ‘1, 2, 3, 4,5 Once I caught a fish alive’. You can count objects around the home such as teddies, cars, dolls and fruit, it often helps to choose something your child is interested in too. 

Letter Table
Every 2 weeks we will be teaching a different letter name and its sound.

Mrs Millard and Mrs Crofts will send home a sheet practice for each letter. Please practice saying the letter name and sound. Use the action box to make sure that your child is learning the correct sound for each letter, e.g.: This is the letter ‘Pee’ it makes the sound ‘p’, copy the action of blowing out a candle on a cake. Please play games like ‘I Spy’ with the letter name and sound for the week. 
We will be teaching the children to write the letter correctly, as well as matching it to its name and sound.


Colours and Shapes
Every two weeks we will be concentrating on a different colour and shape and taking part in fun-based activities related to this colour/shape. 

	Week Beginning

	Letter
Beaver Cabin
	Colour/Shape
Dragonfly Room
Busy Bee Room
	Colour/Shape
Butterfly Room


	14/09/2026

	p

	Blue
Circle
	Blue
Square 

	28/09/2026

	a

	Yellow
square
	Orange
Rectangle

	12/10/2026

	t
	Red
Triangle
	Green
Triangle

	Half-term
	Half-term
	Half-term
	Half-term

	Review
	Review
	Review
	Review

	02/11/26
	h
	Orange
Rectangle
	Brown
Circle

	9/11/2026

	h
	Purple
Oval
	Red
Star

	23/11/2026

	s

	Pink
Pentagon
	Yellow
Triangle

	07/12/2025

	c
	Green
Star
	Green
Circle



Show and Tell
During the term the children will be selected and able to share items from home in show and tell from the Beaver cabin, Dragonfly and Busybees room. 
Nature table 
Please encourage your child to look for objects i.e. conkers, acorns, small plants, feather, shells or pine cones when walking to school, in your gardens or on family trips, which they can bring in for our nature table. The children will then talk about what they have found and where from etc. 

Halloween
Nursery will be holding a Halloween themed fun week, commencing 20th October.
Children can come to Nursery dressed in a Halloween costume on Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th October to take part in fun Halloween themed activities.

Children in Need
On Thursday 12th and Friday 13th November the nursery is going to be raising money for Children in Need by having a ‘pyjama day’, the children can wear pyjamas, spotty clothes or Pudsey themed clothes. 
We would like to be able to raise some money and have some fun at the same time.
If your child attends on this day, please send a donation of £1 for Children in Need to take part in ‘Pudsey Bear’ themed activities.




Packed Lunches
If your child brings a packed lunch to nursery, please can you make sure these lunch bags are named and clean on the inside and outside. If you do not pay for our snack please provides snacks in a separate labelled container for your child. Just a reminder we are a no nut nursery due to allergies.

Home Incidents Record
If your child has a bump or injury which has happened at home, please ensure that you report this to your child’s key person and complete a Home Incident Record before you leave them in the care of the nursery.  

Invoices & Funding Forms
You should have received your invoice for the autumn term by email. Please check your junk folder and if you have still not received it please contact the office and we can get a copy sent to you. The payment dates are listed on your invoice; the first instalment was due on 4th September. If you have not yet paid this instalment please do so as soon as possible. 
For those parents claiming funded hours, please also return your signed part 3 form as soon as possible.
Thank you

Diary Dates
14/09/26Fire drill sound awareness
16/09/26 Fire Drill at 9.50
25/09/26 Crazy hair day donations for Macmillan Cancer
05/10/26 Harvest Festival activities/tractor visit more details to follow
19/10/26 Halloween activity week
22&23/10/26 Halloween costumes for all groups
26/10/26 - 31/10/25 Half term week (Holiday care available)
11/11/25 Poppy Day 
12&13/11/26 Children in Need (£1 donation)
14/12/26 Christmas Jumper fun week starts onwards until last day of term
Nursery Christmas Show details to follow
Parents Christmas activity morning more details to follow
Christmas Party more details to follow

Staff Training
All staff have completed a recent Prevent awareness course. 
Mrs Stimpson prevent referrals course.
Mrs Stimpson Child Criminal Exploitation
Mrs Stimpson, Miss Cassidy, Miss Sheridan, Mrs Rout, Mrs Millard has completed Food allergy and Intolerance training.
Mrs Stimpson, Miss Cassidy has completed an allergy and anaphylaxis training.
Mrs Stimpson, Mrs Rout has completed FGM and Sexual exploitation training.
Mrs Stimpson, Miss Sheridan Mrs Rout, Mrs Morley has completed Health and food Hygiene Level 2.
Mrs Stimpson, Mrs Crofts, Mrs Rout has completed Operation Encompass key adult training
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