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Newsletter to Nursery Parents – April 26
We would like to welcome back all existing parents, and extend a welcome to all our new parents. We hope that you have all had an enjoyable Easter break and are now refreshed and ready for the Summer Term.
Staff News
As some of you may know Miss Trott has moved house. She has been finding the commute too far and has now found employment close to her new home. She will be leaving us in May. We would like to thank her for her contribution to our nursery and we wish her well in her new post.
Mrs Sally Morley has joined our staff team. Mrs Morley was the Nursery Lead, for 4years, at St Martin’s Primary School in Shouldham and worked there for 18 years. She is a very experienced, well-qualified nursery practitioner and we are very pleased to have her on our staff team.
Miss Patmore, who came to us as an apprentice, is now fully qualified having gained her level 2 and 3 in Childcare and Education.  Miss Patmore is also moving away and has found employment close to her new home. We wish her well and thank her for her contribution to our nursery. We have employed a new apprentice, Neve Everrett, who will be training with Mrs Routt. Miss Patmore will be leaving in May.
Both new members of staff have already joined our nursery. They will work alongside Miss Trott and Miss Patmore before they leave.  In this way, we can ensure that both parents and children have plenty of time to get to know them and that they also have time to learn about our daily routines and ethos whilst building relationships with the children who will be in their care.
If you would like to contribute towards a leaving present for Miss Trott or Miss Patmore, please speak to Mrs Stimpson, the Nursery Manager, or Mrs Harrod, our Administrator.

Staff Training
Mrs Stimpson Understanding Send Code of Practice, promoting effective speech, Send essentials
 e-learning course, Behaviours Strategies.
Mrs Millard Schematic Play, Behaviours Strategies, Nurturing Self-regulation.
Mrs Weatherall Send essentials e-learning.
All staff completed updates on sleeping arrangements and EYFS framework.
Updates regarding children sleeping
Helping your baby to sleep - NHS https://share.google/AGun5CDiESwmumJ3b
Sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS) - NHS https://share.google/RzobliEc1755oW614
Home | The Lullaby Trust https://share.google/boouYLbFZHpxh218G




Dates for your Diary
13th June Pyjama Rama day 
27th June Summer fete 10am-2pm (more details to follow)
1st May Open afternoon for new parents/children
School leavers trip TBA (more details to follow)

Topics this term 
During this term, the nursery will be learning about: 
Growing – Lifecycles of chicks, frogs and plants 
Mini-beasts – Lifecycle of a caterpillar/butterfly 

Summer Show/ Graduation and school leavers picnic.
More details to follow

Nature Table
We would like to remind parents about the Nature Table; in Nursery we have an outside table and the Beaver cabin have a nature table inside.  Please would you help your child to find objects to bring in and talk about during circle time. They can bring items such as plants, flowers, and shells from a visit to the beach or pine cones from a walk through the woods.

Nursery Session Times
Please may we remind you the morning session starts at 8.30 am and finishes at 11.30 am.  The afternoon session starts at 12.30 pm and finishes at 3.30 pm.  The Nursery has to keep very precise records for Ofsted and make sure our staff to pupil ratio is correct at all times.  If you arrive early or collect your child later, you will be charged for the extra time. We have to adhere to strict child/ adult ratios. If a child is not collected on time, we have to pay an additional member of staff to work later than contracted. We will therefore be charging the standard nursery rate for late collection i.e. £1 per minute. If you know you are going to be frequently late, please book your child into After School care, this will cost less and we can ensure we have enough staff working late. If you are going to be delayed by a road traffic accident or other unforeseen situation, please phone the nursery to avoid being billed for late collection.

If your child attends after school care, may we remind you, after school care finishes at 6pm. If you know that you cannot collect your child by 6pm, please make arrangements for them to be collected by another authorised adult. If an unexpected emergency occurs, please phone the nursery to inform them if you are going to be late.

Hot Weather
As the weather is now warming up and the sun is shining, please can we ask that your child brings a summer hat with them to the nursery and that shoulders are covered during the warmer days. 
Please can you also apply suncream to your child before they are dropped off, we ask that a 12-hour cream is used to cover them for the whole day. Those in the under 2 groups can bring suncream in for us to apply.

Speech and Language 
Statistically there are many younger children who experience speech delay, this has increased over the last few years. Unfortunately, the waiting list for speech therapy is extremely long. We carry out speech specific activities in our nursery daily. 
Below are some useful links that can provide information for parents about children’s speech. 
https://speechandlanguage.info/parents 
https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/salt 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tiny-happy-people 

How you can support your child’s learning at home
· I spy
· Colour matching games
· Shape hunts
· Number hunts (numberplates, supermarket isles)
· Counting stairs on the way to bed
· Ordering toys by size
· Sharing stories (if your child has a favourite book, you can bring it in for us to share in nursery, please name the book). 
· Environmental sounds
· Instrumental sounds
·  Body percussion
·  Rhythm and rhyme
·  Alliteration (words that begin with the same sound)
·  Voice sounds
·  Oral blending and segmenting.


Environmental sounds
Go on a sound walk, what can you hear? Encourage your child to listen out for cars, birds tweeting, 
people walking etc. Are they loud or quiet sounds?
Make sounds together using sticks. Can you make a loud sound by banging the stick on the ground?
Play sound lotto using the sounds heard on the sound walk.
Draw pictures of the sound source e.g. cars, birds, aeroplanes and ask your child to guess the sound 
source e.g. car from your impression of a car revving.

Instrumental sounds
Make junk model instruments together using margarine tubs, tubes and boxes. These can be filled with a variety of rice and pasta and will make a range of sounds.
Take a song or rhyme that your child knows well and create new lyrics! You could use the junk model 
percussion instruments to accompany the new songs.

Body percussion
Sing songs that involve actions, such as Roly Poly. (Ro….ly….po.…ly…ever…so….slowly
Ro...ly…poly faster. (Increase the speed of the action as you increase the speed of the rhyme 
Stamp…your…feet….ever…..so…..slowly Stamp….your feet faster.
You could then add your own sounds and movements).
Rhythm and rhyme
Regularly read rhyming books. Encourage your child to join in with repetitive phrases
e.g. from the Gingerbread Man such as ‘Run, run, as fast as you can, you can’t catch me, I’m the 
Gingerbread Man’.
Encourage your child’s word play by inventing new rhymes with them such as Hickory, Dickory Dable, the 
mouse ran up the…..



Alliteration
Using your child’s name think up simple tongue twisters to link objects at home e.g. Millie’s marvellous, 
magic mittens and David’s dangerous dinosaur.
Collect objects that start with the same sound in a box. Create a song such as ‘what is in our sound box 
today?’ before taking out each object, saying what it is and emphasising the initial sound e.g. s-s-snake, 
s-s-s-sock, s-s-s-sausage

Voice sounds
Show your child how they can make sounds with their voices, for example:
 Make your voice go down a slide- wheee!
 Make your voice bounce like a ball – boing, boing
 Hiss like a snake – sssss
 Keep everyone quiet- shshshsh
 Be a steam train chchchchch
 Buzz like a bumble bee – zzzzz
 Be a clock- tick tock

Oral blending and segmenting
Sound out simple words for your child e.g. zip, pin, nip, tip, pit, pup, pig, tug- can they blend the sounds to 
say the full word?
I Spy- put some objects on the table e.g. cup, peg, hat, ball. Say “I spy with my little eye a c-u-p”. Can your child blend the sounds together to say the word?
Clapping sounds- show your child one of the objects from the eye spy game- can you split the word up 
into sounds together e.g. cat = c-a-t. Clap with your child each sound they can hear.



Parent Testimonial’s
We are updating our website and would like to add in some testimonials from our parents. If you are able to spare a few moments to write one for us to publish on our website we would be very grateful for your help! Please may we ask for them to be sent to accounts@downhamnursery.co.uk 
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